
Daylight Savings Time: 
Don’t forget to set your clocks 

ahead one hour on 
Sunday March 10th 

Current Library Hours:
(516) 671-4290

Monday–Friday.......9am – 5pm
Saturday................10am – 4pm
Sunday........................ Closed

Children’s Library Hours:
(516) 801-3402

Tuesday–Friday......10am – 4pm
Saturday................10am – 1pm

Closed: 
Sunday & Monday

Board of Trustees
President: 

Christine Abbenda Hughes

Vice President: 
Deirdre Hayes

Financial Secretary: 
George Williams

Recording Secretary: 
Maureen O. Murphy

Trustees: 
David Green

Christina Spoljaric Konig
Raquel Knoell

Liaison/Village Trustee: 
Tannaz Balooch

The public is invited to attend 
the Library Board Meeting on  

Wednesday March 13th 

and Wednesday April 10th. 

The meeting begins at 6:30pm
– All are welcome –

Camille Purcell, Director 

Newsletter: 
Joseph D. Marchione

From the Director’s Desk:
Libraries perform important roles in their community. They promote literacy, offer classes, 
lend materials, and provide access. We provide shelter, comfort and companionship; in 
short, libraries are community hubs. Librarians and their staff forge and build connections. 
We are proud of the services we perform, always seeking to improve selections and offerings. 

We are members of the communities in which we serve. As we embark on our new three-year 
strategic plan, we will be soliciting community input through questionnaires and surveys.  
We ask that you take a moment and participate. Please fill out our brief questionnaire and 
return it to the Library by March 15th. 

“As a book writer”, he said, “I’d like to think that books can have power. Books have transformed me over 
my lifetime, and influenced me, and shaped me and the way I think. So I am an enormous believer in the 
power of literature and history and fiction to really shape us and deepen the way we think.” 

~David Grann – author of several bestselling non-fiction works including: “Killers of the Flower Moon” 
and his latest, “The Wager.”

F•R•I•E•N•D•S  of the Library:
Looking Ahead
By Madeleine Mahnken

The Friends of the Sea Cliff Library is looking forward to a fabulous 2024! We are excited 
to be hosting several FUNDraising and FUNdraising events in the upcoming year!

March means cozying up with pals and puzzles at the Children’s Library. For several years, the 
Friends have hosted a puzzle day for patrons and passerbyers. We complete unusual puzzles 
and make new friends, all while enjoying hot cocoa and treats. This is a free, public event.

Back by popular demand, this spring will be our Tell Us A Story Event, hosted by Julie 
Tortorici and Pamela Levin. The last event was standing room only! Many local residents 
shared their amazing stories. Some transported us to Machu Picchu and other far off lands, 
while others left us shaking in stitches. It is a must for any teller of tales or anecdote 
aficionados! Be on the look out for a sign-up sheet at the adult library.

When warmer weather comes, don’t forget to stop and smell the daffodils at the adult 
library. Planted with the help of local scouts, they bloom in memory of long time resident 
and Friend of the Sea Cliff Library member, Mimi Leipzig.

Museum passes can now be reserved online thanks in part to a contribution of the Friends 
of the Sea Cliff Library. Visit the library’s website, click on Books & More, and scroll down 
to the Museum Pass heading.

Lastly, keep your eyes peeled for our Offbeat Artifacts fliers. We look forward to hosting 
another spring sale on the Village Green. Remember, all profits go directly to the Friends 
of the Sea Cliff Library.

We would like to send a special thank you to the many Sea Cliff residents who donated to 
our organization this past year. With your help, the libraries remain vibrant, community 
centers for all of us to enjoy!
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Essentials of Companion Planting
Wednesday March 6th at 7:00pm

Can growing certain plants together increase productivity, pest 
resistance and longevity? Can growing certain plants together 
sabotage your success? Yes and yes! Garden writer Jessica Damiano 
will help separate science from nonsense and show you which 
plants to pair together to keep your garden healthy and productive.

Inventing the Florida Vacation
Monday March 11th at 7:00pm

Florida has always attracted vacationers. In the 20th century, 
tourism exploded as places like Weeki Wachee Springs and 
Busch Gardens opened.

Join pop culture historian Leslie Goddard to explore the rich 
history of Florida tourism from the 1940s up to 1971. We’ll 
explore the amusing and quirky attractions that helped the 
Sunshine State become America’s favorite vacation destination. 
From water skiers at Cypress Gardens to the alligators at 
Gatorland, these tourist diversions amazed and enchanted 
vacationers in midcentury Florida.

Baseball in the American Culture 
Literature, Song, Movies, The Stage, 

Radio and T.V.
Thursday March 21st at 2:00pm

From Abbott and Costello to Moneyball, baseball has been an 
integral part of American culture since the end of the Civil War. 
Even though baseball is not as popular as it once was, its influence 
can be found in surprising places. Join us for this fun and 
informative lecture to learn more about America’s favorite pastime.

New York City 
During the American Revolution 

Tuesday March 26th at 7:00pm
Boston, Philadelphia, Yorktown… these are the places that 
usually star in the American Revolution, but New York City has 
a story to tell as well! NYC was burned, abandoned, repopulated, 
and put under martial law; it became home to pirates, runaway 
slaves, and smugglers; its churches were turned into hospitals, its 
warehouses into jails, and its cemeteries into pleasure gardens. 
Come learn about the history of New York City in the American 
Revolution from Archaeologist Patty Hamrick.

Great Women of American Music
Tuesday April 2nd at 7:00pm

Women have always played an important role in the sound of 
American Music. However, their contributions have often been 
overlooked by history. In this program you will learn about the 

lives and music of some of America’s greatest musical artists...
who also happen to be women. You will also hear music by such 
artists as Bessie Smith, Janis Joplin, Sister Rossetta Tharp, Barbra 
Steisand, Mama Cass Elliot, and more.

Performed by Professor Tom Rizzuto of Molloy University, and 
his wife, stage and television actress Jennifer Anderson.

Exciting Discoveries in Art History
Monday April,8th at 2:00pm

Who doesn’t love learning about a priceless painting found in an 
attic? Or a sculpture sitting for decades in a public garden, only to 
be found out as an Italian treasure? This lecture explores the stories 
of several different important and valuable works of art that have 
been rediscovered in unexpected places. The program reviews a 
brief background of each piece, its artist, and how the piece got to 
be lost, and then found. Presented by Mallory Mortillaro.

The Mystery of Nancy Drew
Monday April 22nd at 2:00pm

Ninety years ago, a plucky detective stepped out of her blue 
roadster and into the hearts of readers. The brainchild of 
publisher Edward Stratemeyer, Nancy Drew proved that a 
strong heroine with style and bravery could win huge popularity. 
Join historian Leslie Goddard, Ph.D., to explore the history 
of America’s favorite girl detective. Who was Carolyn Keene, 
author of the series? Why did this girls’ book series, more than 
any other, captivate generations of readers?

Covid and the Constitution
Thursday April 25th at 2:00pm

The outset of the deadly COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020 forced 
each of us to respond in unprecedented ways to protect ourselves 
and our families. Government at every level also responded 
extraordinarily. In this lecture, we will analyze some of the decision-
making at both the State and Federal level in the context of real-time 
challenges and compliance with the U.S. Constitution.

The Beatles: 50 Years Later
Thursday May 2nd at 2:00pm

A respected musicologist once referred to The Beatles as “One of 
the most transforming entities of 20th century music” and 
claimed that they changed the course of popular music forever. 
Can that possibly be true? Were they really so much more 
than just four rock ’n’ roll mop tops? And what made them 
such a strong force that their music is still popular now, more 
than 50 years later? In this single session class we’ll explore the 
phenomenon that was The Beatles–their growth, originality, 
musical innovations and lyric depth.

The North Shore Programming Consortium consists of six local libraries 
—Bayville, Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust Valley, Oyster Bay, and Sea Cliff— 

coming together to bring our patrons more of a variety in adult programming in a more cost‑effective way.

Please register with rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
The Zoom login information will be emailed to you before the program.

NORTH SHORE PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM

mailto:rosa@seaclifflibrary.org


StoryTimes
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

at 10:00am and 11:00am

Pretzels and Paperbacks
Wednesdays & Fridays 

at 3:00pm

Crafty Kids
Fridays at 3:00pm

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
by Ann DiPietro

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for generously supporting our programs.
Email scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for more details about our programs.

mailto:scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com


Please Return to the Library by March 15th

The Sea Cliff Library is embarking on developing a long range plan. One of the first steps is gathering 
community input, not so much about the Library, but rather about our community. After this information is 
reviewed, the Library will develop goals and objectives that are responsive to the needs identified by residents.  

The Library is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for village residents by providing informational, 
recreational, technological and cultural resources, as well as offering a welcoming community space.

1.	 Why do you choose to live in Sea Cliff?

2.	 What do you like best about living in Sea Cliff?

3.	 What improvements (services & amenities) would you like to see in the community?

4.	 Which community activities or organizations do you participate in or enjoy the most?

5.	 What changes would you like to see take place in Sea Cliff over the next 5 years?

Thank you for helping us make your Sea Cliff Library great!

QUESTIONNAIRE



Mah Jongg
Saturdays March 9th through April 13th 

from 1:00–3:00pm

Mah Jongg for Beginners for those players who are brand new to 
American Mah Jongg. Throughout the course of a live game, 
we will cover the following topics: Game overview, terminology, 
tile identification, reading the NMJL Mah Jongg card, the 
Charleston rules of the game, narrowing your hand to a specific 
line and Mah Jongg etiquette. The class will run for six weeks.

Creative Writing Workshop 
with Sara Hosey

Thursday March 21st at 4:00pm

Interested in writing short fiction? Creative writing professor 
and author Sara Hosey will present warm-up activities, talk 
about story structure, and give the group time for focused 
writing, after which we’ll share our ideas and provide 
supportive feedback.

About the instructor:
Sea Cliff resident Sara Hosey is the author of three young adult  
novels, as well as the short story collection, Dirty Suburbia.

Theodore Roosevelt: 
His Life and Times 

Presented by Ed Lieberman
Thursday April 4th at 4:00pm

Join us for this fascinating discussion of our 26th president. Using 
slides, quotes and historical reference points, former Mayor 
Lieberman, weaves the story of this dynamic man.

Register at: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

Overcoming Stress and Anxiety 
Using Meditation

Wednesday April 17th at 7:00pm

via Zoom
We are living in a time that feels often confusing and stressful. 
Incorporating meditation in our lives can be the change that can 
make a big difference. Join Jim Rose, M. Ed., Rutgers University, 
long time mediator, as he teaches a simple meditation technique 
to increase personal well-being. There will even be a short 
meditation sitting.

Sidewalk Poetry
Saturday May 4th from 1:00–3:30pm

Using sidewalk chalk, participants can illustrate or write their 
favorite poems on the Village Green. This is a fun family program 
and we hope you will join us. Refreshments will be provided.

Paint Your Own Keepsake Box
Thursday March 28th at 3:30pm

in the Main Library
Create a beautiful rainbow shaped box to keep your precious 
trinkets and treasures safe.

Grab and Go 
April Fool’s Day Surprise Craft

Monday April 1st after 1:00pm

Pick up after 1:00pm at the Main Library You never know what 
you will get—enjoy your surprise crafts!

Bunny Cupcakes
Saturday April 20th at 1:30pm

Spring is here. Join us for this family event. Listen to a story and 
decorate bunny cupcakes. One kit per family. 

Felt Succulents 
Thursday April 25th at 3:30pm

In the Main Library. Decorate your home with Happiest Potted Felt 
Succulents. It makes a great accent piece for your bedroom. Brighten 
up your surroundings with your very own DIY houseplants.

Register for all YA programs to: 
sclteens@seaclifflibrary.org

Sundays with Shakespeare
Sundays at 5:00pm via Zoom

For five consecutive weeks, on Sunday, we will be reading and 
analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays. This time out we’ll be 
reading Henry VI, Part 2.

To inquire on how to participate and to register for any of 
these programs, please send an email to: 

scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

Short Story Soirée
Mondays at 12:15pm via Zoom

Short stories from The New Yorker will be read and discussed—
stories are available from the Libby app. 

Film Monday Movies
Via Zoom, at 7:30pm
Martin Scorsese’s Raging Bull.  

Watch on Kanopy, followed a lively film discussion!

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

ANN’S ON-GOING ZOOM PROGRAMS

TEEN & YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS
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March Pick 
“Belfast” 

Branagh’s euphoric eulogy to his home city

April Pick 
“Fantastic Beasts: 

The Secrets of Dumbledore”

There is a terrific warmth and tenderness to Kenneth 
Branagh’s elegiac, autobiographical movie about the Belfast 
of his childhood: spryly written, beautifully acted and shot 
in a lustrous monochrome, with set pieces, madeleines and 
epiphanies that feel like a more emollient version of Terence 
Davies. Some may feel that the film is sentimental or that 
it does not sufficiently conform to the template of political 
anger and despair considered appropriate for dramas about 
Northern Ireland and the Troubles. And yes, there is certainly 
a spoonful of sugar (or two) in the mix, with some mandatory 
Van Morrison on the soundtrack. There’s a key climactic 
scene about how you disarm a gunman in the middle of a 
riot if you have no gun yourself, which has to be charitably 
indulged. Source: Peter Bradshaw

Note: The only flaw in this movie is that it ended! No worries 
I am sure Kenneth has at least another chapter of his life to 
share with us.  SC

Other films to watch in March: Widow’s Peak, The Quiet 
Man, Finian’s Rainbow. 

This is a most absorbing and well-paced film in the trilogy to 
date, despite its nearly two-and-a-half-hour running time—
de  rigueur for modern spectacles that want to convince 
audiences they’re getting enough bang for their buck. “Secrets 
of Dumbledore” gestures toward themes of frailty, thwarted 
intentions and forgiveness. Even the color scheme underscores 
that this tale exists in shades of gray. It is odd how recent 
fantasy films seem to be made primarily for adults—it’s hard to 
imagine kiddos waiting in line for butterbeer at a Harry Potter 
theme park being enthralled by an explainer of how toxic 
candidates rise to prominence. Yet, there’s a lovely visual that 
should unite audiences of all ages: a teleportation device made 
from a swirl of floating book pages. The image is a reminder 
that fiction is not just a history lesson, but a means of escape. 
Source: The New York Times

Note: Just needed a little magic this month and missing 
Michael Gambon so much.  SC

You May Also Like: 

iNDIEFLIX
We stream classic and contemporary features, award-winning shorts, 

film festival favorites and documentaries from around the world.

Qello Concerts
Stream the world’s largest collection of on-demand full-length 
music performances, concert films, and music documentaries.

Kanopy
The best video streaming service for quality, thoughtful entertainment. 

Find movies, documentaries, foreign films, classic cinema, independent films

ALL YOU NEED IS YOUR LIBRARY CARD

SUSAN’S MOVIE PICKS

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12789558/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4123432/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4123432/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4123432/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111712/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045061/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045061/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0062974/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0002091/
https://nassau.overdrive.com/nassau-seacliff/content/extras/indieflix
https://nassau.overdrive.com/nassau-seacliff/content/extras/qello-concerts
https://www.kanopy.com/en/seacliff
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4123432/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12789558/

