
Current Library Hours:
(516) 671-4290

Monday–Friday.......9am – 5pm
Saturday................10am – 4pm
Sunday........................ Closed

Children’s Library Hours:
(516) 801-3402

Tuesday–Friday......10am – 4pm
Saturday................10am – 1pm

Closed: 
Sunday & Monday

Board of Trustees
President: 

Christine Abbenda Hughes

Vice President: 
David Green

Financial Secretary: 
Raquel Knoell

Recording Secretary: 
Cristina Price

Trustees: 
Christina Spoljaric Konig 

Miranda Best
Sara Hosey

Liaison/Village Trustee: 
George Williams

The public is invited to attend 
the Library Board Meeting on  

Wednesday May 1st 

and Wednesday June 12th. 

The meeting begins at 6:15pm
– All are welcome –

Camille Purcell, Director 

Newsletter: 
Joseph D. Marchione

We will be closed Monday May 27th in observance of Memorial Day.

We will be closed Wednesday June 19th in observance of Juneteenth.

From the Director’s Desk:
Summer and libraries are not usually associated together in the same sentence. Why go 
inside when you could be out enjoying the warm weather? As it turns out these two words 
are not so incompatible. Summer is the perfect time to visit your library! If you want to 
unwind, relax and catch up on your pleasure reading head on down to the library. We 
have beach reads, best-sellers and old favorites. Read them in print, on your device, listen 
in your car or while out walking. A trip to Sea Cliff Beach will lead you to our Beach 
Reads cart. You can take advantage of our outdoor table and chairs on the Village Green 
and soak up some rays, while catching up on the news of the day. 

Want to play chess or checkers? Take out one of our sets and start a game using the 
tables located right outside our front doors. Scrabble, Jenga, Dominoes and Bananagrams 
are available to loan to our patrons. The night sky is transformed into a brilliant show, 
with our telescope; birdwatching kits complete with binoculars, and guides are available. 
Our Children’s Library will be down at Sea Cliff Beach on Wednesdays with Ms. Ann 
performing her magical storytelling.  

This summer’s theme is: Adventure Begins at Your Library. Why not make this theme 
a reality. Adventures are all around. Reading can take you on unexpected journeys; our 
museum passes can open new ways of seeing the world around you.  All you need to 
unlock these adventures is your library card! Stop in today, get yours and use it!  

“No, no! The adventures first, explanations take such a dreadful time.”  
~Lewis Carroll, “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland / Through the Looking-Glass”

Friends of the Library:
A Second Special Storytelling Evening Hosted by FoSCL

The Friends of the Sea Cliff Library hosted another magical evening of storytelling at the 
Sea Cliff Village Library on April 11th. Julie Tortorici and Pam Levin, the vice-presidents 
of the Friends, organized the second storytelling event. Despite the wet weather, a number 
of Sea Cliff residents turned out to share and listen to wonderful stories of renewal and 
rebirth.

Participants shared exciting stories of moving cross country, challenging their parents, 
pursuing their dreams, and even smuggling contraband! In attendance were residents new 
and former, including Nadine Roos, who had lived in Sea Cliff for five years and had been 
a regular patron at both libraries with her young family. She jumped at the opportunity to 
attend the event having had such wonderful times at the libraries in the early 2010s. She 
so enjoyed the experience, she wonders if she may be able to start a similar program in her 
local library in Germany!

A great time was had by all and everyone left asking when the next would be. The Friends 
of the Sea Cliff Library look forward to hosting another storytelling event this summer.
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The Beatles: 50 Years Later
Thursday May 2nd at 2:00pm

A respected musicologist once referred to The Beatles as “One of 
the most transforming entities of 20th century music” and 
claimed that they changed the course of popular music forever. 
Can that possibly be true? Were they really so much more 
than just four rock ’n’ roll mop tops”? And what made them 
such a strong force that their music is still popular now, more 
than 50 years later? In this single session class we’ll explore the 
phenomenon that was The Beatles—their growth, originality, 
musical innovations and lyric depth.

History’s Top Five Plagues
Tuesday May 21st at 7:00pm

Our recent pandemic is not the first time that humankind has 
faced a terrible health crisis. In this program we’ll talk about 
five of humanity’s oldest—and deadliest—diseases. You 
may be surprised at what is on the list! Presented virtually by 
Archaeologist Patty Hamrick.

Hiking on Long Island and the Catskills
Monday June 10th at 2:00pm

The presentation discusses the many hiking opportunities 
available on Long Island. Lee was active in the scouting, blazing 
and maintaining the 115 mile long Paumanok Path that runs 
from Rocky Point to Montauk Point. The lecture encompasses 
the geology, history (natural and human), flora, fauna and 
topographical features that make Long Island such an interesting 
place to hike at any season. All hiking opportunities in Nassau 
and Suffolk County are encompassed in this discussion. Other 
topics discussed include winter hiking, photographing natural 
landscapes and ways to get children and young people outdoors 
closer to nature.

The Archaeology of Beer
Tuesday June 18th at 7:00pm 

It’s been found in the Egyptian pyramids, the cities of 
Mesopotamia, Viking longboats, the palace of Machu Picchu, 
medieval monasteries, and the world’s earliest farming 
villages. What is it? Beer! Join archaeologist Patty Hamrick 
for a fascinating look at the history of one of mankind’s most 
important beverages.

The North Shore Programming Consortium consists of six local libraries 
—Bayville, Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust Valley, Oyster Bay, and Sea Cliff— 

coming together to bring our patrons more of a variety in adult programming in a more cost‑effective way.

Please register with rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
The Zoom login information will be emailed to you before the program.

Sundays with Shakespeare
Sundays at 5:00pm via Zoom

For five consecutive weeks, on Sunday, we will be reading and 
analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays. This time out we’ll be 
reading Henry VI, Part 2.

To inquire on how to participate and to register for any of 
these programs, please send an email to: 

scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

Short Story Soirée
Mondays at 12:15pm via Zoom

Short stories from The New Yorker will be read and discussed—
stories are available from the Libby app. 

Film Monday Movies
Via Zoom, at 7:30pm

Martin Scorsese’s Cape Fear. Watch the film on your own, and 
follow it up with a lively film discussion!

Mother’s Day Craft
Thursday May 9th at 3:30pm

in the Main Library
Say Happy Mother’s Day with a plant. Create your own pot and 
add some beautiful flower seeds.

Marionette Puppet Craft - Saturday
Saturday June 1st at 1:30pm

 in the Main Library
Create your own puppy marionette puppet using recycled 
materials. All supplies will be provided. For grades 3-5.

Father’s Day Craft
Wednesday June 12th at 3:30pm

in the Main Library
Create your own Father’s Day Frame. Please bring a photo of 
dad to complete your creation.

Register for all YA programs to: 
sclteens@seaclifflibrary.org

NORTH SHORE PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM

ANN’S ON-GOING ZOOM PROGRAMS

TEEN & YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS
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Please Return to the Library by May 31st

Library Mission Statement:
The Sea Cliff Village Library is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for village residents by providing 
informational, recreational, technological and cultural resources, as well as offering a welcoming 
community space. 

How often do you visit the library? 
 Daily    Weekly    Monthly    Rarely    Never

What types of materials do you borrow most frequently? 
 Books    DVDs    Audio    Museum Passes    All of the above

Do you use the online library research databases (Tutor.com, World Book, Britannica, etc)? 
 Yes    No    Unsure

Do you use the library’s digital services, such as e-books and/or e-audiobooks (Libby) or Kanopy ? 
 Yes    No

Would you be interested in attending workshops or classes hosted by the library? 
 Yes    No    Maybe

Are there specific age groups or demographics you feel the library could better cater to? 
 Yes    No 
Explain: ___________________________________________________________________________

What is the best social media platform to use to connect with the community? 
 Facebook    Instagram    TikToc    X    Threads

How would you rate the library’s customer service? 
 Excellent    Good    Fair    Needs Improvement

How likely are you to recommend the library to friends or family? 
 Highly    Very    Somewhat    Never

Any other thoughts or comments?__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTIONNAIRE

Thank you for helping us make your Sea Cliff Library great!

To o fill this out online, go to https://forms.gle/ADADbcr9zFV6KqH2A or [Click here on the PDF]

https://forms.gle/ADADbcr9zFV6KqH2A
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKlp6g21_dSEVkdorzBuX6XZdAhPLstjql2-C0-xd3WadbsQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


StoryTime at Sea Cliff Beach begins Wednesday June 26th at 10:30am 
and will continue every Wednesday throughout the summer.

StoryTimes
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

at 10:00am and 11:00am

Pretzels and Paperbacks
Wednesdays & Fridays 

at 3:00pm

Crafty Kids
Fridays at 3:00pm

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
by Ann DiPietro

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for generously supporting our programs.
Email scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for more details about our programs.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_cardinal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_jay


Author Visit 
Ellen Feldman

Thursday May 2nd from 4:30–5:30pm

Ellen Feldman is the recipient of Long Island Reads 2022 
selection Awards for her novel. The Living and the Lost. Her latest 
novel is The Trouble With You, takes place in the aftermath of 
World War II. 

Poetry on the Village Green
Saturday May 4th from 1:00–3:00pm

John Canning–Master of Ceremonies

We are reviving our community poetry readings. Read a poem of 
your own or one that you love on the Village Green. Poems must 
be three minutes or less. Please register if you wish to read.

Register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

North Shore Reads
 Tuesday, May 7th from 7:00-9:00pm

at The Crescent Club in Bayville
This year’s selection is Better Living Through Birding: Notes from a 
Black Man in the Natural World,  by Christian Cooper.

Come and enjoy an evening of lively book discussion and 
exciting raffle prizes. This entertaining evening has become a 
popular, annual event for book lovers from eight public libraries; 
Bayville, Bryant (Roslyn), Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust 
Valley, Manhasset, Oyster Bay–East Norwich, and Sea Cliff. 
Doors open at 6:45pm

Register at http://www.northshorereads.org [click here on PDF]

The Five Parts of Communicating 
Better with Doctors

Wednesday May 8th at 2:00pm

No one likes going to doctors, whether it is once a year or once a 
month. But it’s important. We are all patients at different points 
in our lives. Being able to communicate well with doctors is a 
valuable skill, and not always easy to do.

This program will be presented by Dana E. Sherwin, a consultant 
and writer in the field of patient-physician communication. She 
will discuss a five-part framework for communicating better 
with doctors that will give you strategies and practical skills for 
optimizing health and wellness.

Jackie O: Her Life and Times
Thursday May 16th from 4:00–5:30pm

in the Village Hall
A slide presentation by former Sea Cliff Mayor Ed Lieberman. 
Using photos, historical events and anecdotes, America’s 
most iconic First Lady comes to life in this presentation. 
Register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

Meet the Babysitters
Saturday May 18th from 11:00am–12:30pm

at the Children’s Library
Come and meet middle and high school students who have 
completed our recent Babysitter Training Course. They are a 
great group, looking to lend a hand.

You’re A Grand Old Flag
Friday June 14th at 4:00pm

A Flag Day Celebration: The Flag: It’s History & Heritage  
presented by former Sea Cliff Mayor Ed Lieberman.

Register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

Memory Loss, Dementia & Alzheimer’s
Tuesday June 18th at 2:00pm

Concerned about Dementia? Not sure where to get answers 
about the facts and myths regarding memory loss. This session 
offers an understanding of the causes and types of dementia and 
when to speak with your doctor.

Putting Caregivers First
Wednesday June 19th at 2:00pm

Caregiving for a senior loved one can be a challenging and 
demanding role. Caregivers often feel overwhelmed, stressed, 
exhausted, and alone. In this presentation, we will provide 
practical strategies and support for caregivers; empowering them 
to prioritize quality self-care to maintain their own physical and 
emotional health.

Seed Library Open!!!
 Just in time for Spring planting! The seed library provides free 
seeds to residents to promote life-long learning and encourage 
stewardship of natural resources.

LIBRARY PROGRAMS
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May Pick 
“Romeo and Juliet” 

Zeffirelli’s honey-drenched 
Shakespeare

June Pick 
“The Graduate” 

Hoffman and Bancroft are as 
irresistibly watchable as ever

It may look old-fashioned in places, but the Italian director’s 
lively version of Shakespeare, stuffed with beautiful actors, has 
elegance and charm. Franco Zeffirelli’s 1968 movie version of 
Romeo and Juliet is high-minded and lively, with heartbreakingly 
beautiful actors on show, and all shot in a kind of honeycomb-
sunglow light. It does look a bit traditional in some ways: 
there are old fashioned doublet-and-hose costumes, lots of 
roistering laughter, stage school sword-fighting and some very 
literal line readings.

But this is an attractive and spectacular piece of work, robustly 
using real outdoor locations and groundbreakingly casting 
young actors close to the characters’ supposed age. (When Ian 
McKellen and Francesca Annis starred in the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s 1976 production, they were respectively thirty-seven 
and thirty-one years old.)

Leonard Whiting (the Zac Efron of his day) plays Romeo and 
Olivia Hussey has an otherworldly purity as Juliet. John 
McEnery plays Mercutio and interestingly delivers the Queen 
Mab speech as a kind of despairing outburst. This has elegance, 
vigour and charm.
Source: Peter Bradshaw “The Guardian” Dec. 2018

Note: The month of May is for all of us who suffer from Spring 
Fever. Alas Romeo and Juliet remind us while Love is in the air, 
trouble cannot be far behind. SC

If ever a movie captured the audience’s imagination with its 
musical soundtrack, it was The Graduate, that irresistibly 
watchable 1967 classic, starring Anne Bancroft as the sexy and 
jaded forty-something Mrs. Robinson, who seduces twenty-
one-year-old Ben, played by the young Dustin Hoffman–that 
muddled young man whose sentimental education begins only 
after he graduates college. Simon and Garfunkel’s eerie and 
sublime “The Sound of Silence” perfectly captures both Ben’s 
alienation and bewilderment about what he should do with 
his life. The Graduate itself does not seem the same in 2017 as 
it did in 1967. Then the emphasis was on sophisticated black 
comedy with a hint of 60s radicalism and student discontent 
—mediated through the older generation of suburbanites. But a 
modern audience might also, paradoxically, be much less content 
with the villainous role the film finally assigns to Mrs. Robinson, 
be more sympathetic to her midlife crisis, and remember the 
pathos of her abandoned interest in art. Calder Willingham and 
Buck Henry’s screenplay, adapted from Charles Webb’s 1963 
novel, cleverly allows you to wonder if Mr. Robinson was, in 
some conscious or subconscious way, complaisant in his wife’s 
adventure. The excellence of Katherine Ross as Mrs. Robinson’s 
daughter, Elaine, is often overlooked. A hugely pleasurable film.
Source: Peter Bradshaw “The Guardian” Feb. 2018

Note: Wishing all Graduates all the best!!!!! By the way... this film 
has nothing to do with you except for the title. SC

SUSAN’S MOVIE PICKS
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