
Daylight Saving Time ends 
Sunday November 3rd. 

Remember to set your clocks back! 

Current Library Hours:
(516) 671-4290

Monday–Friday.......9am – 5pm
Saturday................10am – 4pm
Sunday........................ Closed

Children’s Library Hours:
(516) 801-3402

Tuesday–Friday......10am – 4pm
Saturday................10am – 1pm

Closed: 
Sunday & Monday

Board of Trustees
President: 

Christine Abbenda Hughes

Vice President: 
David Green

Financial Secretary: 
Raquel Knoell

Recording Secretary: 
Cristina Price

Trustees: 
Christina Spoljaric Konig 

Miranda Best
Sara Hosey

Liaison/Village Trustee: 
George Williams

The public is invited to attend 
the Library Board Meeting on  

Wednesday November 13th 

and Wednesday December 11th. 
The meeting begins at 6:30pm

– All are welcome –

Camille Purcell, Director 

Newsletter: 
Joseph D. Marchione

The Library will be closed in obervance of the following holidays on:

Monday November 11th (Veteran’s Day)

Thursday November 28th (Thanksgiving)

Tuesday & Wednesday December 24th & 25th (Christmas Eve and Day) 
Tuesday & Wednesday December 31st & January 1st (New Year’s Eve and Day)

From the Director’s Desk:
Over the past several years, the Main Library has undertaken a number of 
renovation projects aimed at fixing leaky roofs, modernizing furnishings, providing 
better lighting and enhancing the exterior appearance of the Main Library. With 
this recent renovation, we were able to have a new carpet installed providing a 
complement to the overall aesthetics to the interior of the library. Of course, a 
project like this required many hands and we would like to take this opportunity to 
formally thank them. 
Nothing would have been accomplished if not for staff working tirelessly packing 
up library materials and computers and safely storing them. Our Children’s library 
served a dual-purpose aiding patrons of all ages, staging hold items, book returns, 
museum passes and of course, Main Library personnel under one big tent. We 
thank them for the warm welcome and the opportunity to work together despite 
the tight quarters. Our tech consultant worked to set up and reconnect all our 
computers; getting us back online without a hitch. Village Hall staff and members 
of the Department of Public Works lent us a hand whenever we asked. The library 
board of trustees provided us with support and guidance along the way. Finally, we 
would like to thank the public for their patience during the installation.
Our library is growing with patrons discovering us and using us. If you don’t yet 
have your library card, sign up today. If you have one, use it. Whether you like to 
read using ebooks or in print, reading is reading. Don’t be fooled by our size, we 
have a reach that extends beyond our four walls.
Camille Purcell, Library Director
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StoryTime
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

 at 10:00am and 11:00am
For all ages.

Crafts and Tales
Thursdays at 2:00pm

Pretzels and Paperbacks
Wednesdays at 3:00pm

Pretzels and Picturebooks
Fridays at 3:00pm

Twilight Storyhour
Fridays at 4:30pm

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
by Ann DiPietro

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for generously supporting our programs.
Email scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for more details about our programs.

mailto:scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com


Don’t Go Into the Library
Alberto Ríos - 1952-

The library is dangerous— 
Don’t go in. If you do

You know what will happen. 
It’s like a pet store or a bakery—

Every single time you’ll come out of there 
Holding something in your arms.

Those novels with their big eyes. 
And those no-nonsense, all muscle

Greyhounds and Dobermans, 
All non-fiction and business,

Cuddly when they’re young, 
But then the first page is turned.

The doughnut scent of it all, knowledge, 
The aroma of coffee being made

In all those books, something for everyone, 
The deli offerings of civilization itself.

The library is the book of books, 
Its concrete and wood and glass covers

Keeping within them the very big, 
Very long story of everything.

The library is dangerous, full 
Of answers. If you go inside,

You may not come out 
The same person who went in.



Stress Less
Wednesday November 13th at 7:00pm

The Stress Less Holiday Class contains practical suggestions for 
planning, preparing and organizing holiday tasks along with some 
mindset ideas to deal with stress, breathing techniques and the use 
of essential oils/aromatherapy to help with stress, sleep etc.

Carol Burnett: 
The Grand Dame of Comedy
Monday November 18th at 7:00pm

Carol Burnett - The Grand Dame of Comedy: From her humble 
beginnings in San Antonio, Texas to her instant fame on 
Broadway in Once Upon A Mattress, Carol Burnett is best 
known for taking television by storm first on The Garry 
Moore Show and later on her own eleven season Emmy award 
winning variety program: Join us as we recount the history of 
Carol Burnett, from her troubles with alcoholic parents to her 
continued success in television. We will screen clips from her TV 
show plus see interviews with Carol and the cast including Tim 
Conway and Vicki Lawrence. Yes, this the program you’ve been 
waiting for.

Mid Century Christmas
Monday December 2nd at 7:00 pm

Christmas in America from the 1940s through the 1960s meant 
aluminum trees, department store Santas, and cartoon specials 
on TV. Every kid in the suburbs had to have an Easy-Bake Oven, 
a G.I. Joe, or a Slinky. The coolest houses had rotating color 
wheels for their trees. Historian Leslie Goddard explores this 
optimistic era in a new illustrated lecture, using photographs, 
advertisements, greeting cards,and catalogs to explore why this 
era was a turning point for how we celebrate the holidays.

Unsung Heroes: 
Women of World War II

Tuesday December 10th at 7:00pm

World War II was a time with no shortage of heroic women 

both on and off the battlefield. Explore the stories of several of 

these women. 

Holiday Special
Monday December 16th at 2:00pm

Tis the season and there’s a holiday special tonight. In this fun 

and jovial presentation, artist Chris Vivas will discuss holiday 

classics, from Rudolph to Frosty to Charlie Brown’s little tree, 

how they came to be and other surprising facts about these 

favorites. And, yes, Virginia, we will even talk about a few little 

remembered programs.

The Lost Franklin Expedition
December 16th at 7:00pm

Dive into this chilling true story that took place not far from the 

North Pole, on Canada’s iciest oceans. In 1845, Captain John 

Franklin left England with two ships equipped with the latest 

technology and specially designed to survive the cold. But 

despite these precautions, no one from the Franklin expedition 

ever returned to England. In this program, you’ll uncover the 

frozen secrets of a doomed mission meant to explore the far 

north. Presented by Archaeologist Patty Hamrick.

The North Shore Programming Consortium consists of six local libraries 
—Bayville, Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust Valley, Oyster Bay, and Sea Cliff— 

coming together to bring our patrons more of a variety in adult programming in a more cost‑effective way.

Please register with rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
The Zoom login information will be emailed to you before the program.

Shakespeare Mondays
Mondays at 1:00pm via Zoom

For five consecutive weeks, on Sunday, we will be reading and 
analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays. This time out we’ll be 
reading Henry VI.

Short Story Soirée
Mondays at Noon via Zoom

Short stories from The New Yorker will be read and discussed—
stories are available from the Libby app.

Film Forum: Scorsese Revisited
First Monday of the Month 

Via Zoom, at 7:30pm
“Shutter Island”. Watch the film on your own, and follow it up 
with a lively film discussion!

To inquire on how to participate and to register for 
any of these programs, please send an email to: 

scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM

ANN’S ON-GOING PROGRAMS

mailto:rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
https://encore.alisweb.org/iii/encore/search/C__S%20Henry%20VI%2C%20Part%202%20shakespeare__Ff%3Afacetmediatype%3Aa%3Aa%3ABOOK%3A%3A__Orightresult__U__X0?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://nassau.overdrive.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1130884/
mailto:scchildrenslibrary%40gmail.com?subject=


Maximize your Social Security
Wednesday November 13th at 2:00pm

Join Christian LaPeter for this interactive seminar and find out 
what the best possible choices are for deciding when to take 
Social Security.

Register online at: www.seaclifflibrary.org/

Broadway on a Budget!
Friday November 15th at 2:00pm

Theater enthusiast Brian Stoll discusses all things Broadway. 
Listen along as he shares the history and importance of the 
Broadway Playbill as well as touches upon reasons why audience 
members choose to collect these memorable theatre keepsakes. 
Lastly, learn a variety of money-saving tips on how to see 
Broadway shows for under $60 a ticket !

Mah-Jongg
Saturdays: November 9th, 16th, 23rd, & 30th 

from 1:00–3:00pm 
Do you have basic knowledge of Mah-Jongg and would like to 
learn more? If you are familiar with the card, and have recently 
learned the game, or want to brush-up, this class is for you. Join 
us for six classes where you will hone your skills of picking the 
right hand, passing tiles and playing defensively. Bring the 2024 
Mah-Jongg card to class. Note: No class on November 2nd.

In Search of Vincent’s Starry Night
Thursday November 14th at 4:00pm

Take a journey with former Sea Cliff 
Mayor Ed Lieberman as he retraces 
Vincent van Gogh’s life in Provence. In 
this presentation, Mayor Lieberman 
recounts his recent visit showcasing 
the life and works of this master of the 
Impressionist Movement.

Register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

Come Celebrate Godzilla’s Birthday!
Saturday November 16th at 1:00pm

His actual birthday is November 4th 1954. Godzilla’s a Scorpio... 
who knew? Godzilla is a prehistoric lizard awakened and 
empowered by nuclear radiation. It emerges from the sea and 
brings destruction to the nearest city, crushing buildings and 
setting structures on fire with glowing atomic breath. The 
original film was created a mere ten years after atomic bombs 
were dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. To this day, Godzilla 
is often understood and presented as a metaphor to aid Japanese 
citizens as they grapple with the destruction of World War II 
and the shame brought about by their defeat. Godzilla is also 
a warning about the horrors of nuclear war. If you see ridged 
spikes breaking through the water and you hear a deafening roar 
that sends shivers down your spine, there can only be one logical 
conclusion: Godzilla is coming!

Stop by for our free raffle and take a chance on collectible Godzilla 
Jenga game, or movie poster! Come by the ADULT library to pick 
up your free raffle ticket before 1:00pm on November 16th. Drawing 
will be held at 3:00pm. Good(zilla) luck!

Financial Literacy 101: 
How to Create a Strong Budget

Thursday December 5th at 2:00pm 
Budgeting is the backbone of financial health. This seminar 
will review key points in establishing and maintaining a 
strong budget.

The Chronicles of Yarnia
Fridays at 2:00pm

A weekly craft program for everyone who 
loves to knit or crochet. This is an informal 

program where you are encouraged to 
bring the project you are working on and 

be with other like-minded people. Share your knowledge, have 
fun and relax in our library.

 Holiday Drop-In Craft 
Thursday December 26th 
and Friday December 27th 

from 1:00–3:00pm.
in the Main Library

Hang out and have fun in the library making crafts. Come 
enjoy our relaxing atmosphere with friends!

Community Experts Needed!

Can you rewire a lamp, fix a broken clasp, mend a seam, etc.? If 
you have skills like these to share, we are looking for volunteers 
to assist in our Repair Cafe. We are collaborating with some 
neighboring North Shore Libraries to bring a series of Repair 
Cafes to our Libraries in 2025 to provide our communities 
access to experts who can help repair broken items as an 
alternative to tossing them out.

For more information, and to register to help, visit
scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

The Repair Cafe is coming!!

Nassau’s Public Libraries

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

TWEEN & TEEN 
PROGRAMS

http://www.seaclifflibrary.org/
mailto:scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org
mailto:scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org


November Pick 
“Godzilla”

December Pick 
“The Man Who Invented Christmas”

Godzilla (Japanese: Katakana ゴジラ), Hepburn: Gojira) is a 
Japanese monster, or kaiju, that has been featured in films, television 
series, novels, comic books, video games, and other merchandise. The 
films series are centered on the fictional kaiju Godzilla, a prehistoric 
reptilian monster awakened and powered by nuclear radiation. The 
films series are recognized by the Guinness World Records as the 
“longest continuously running film series”, having been in ongoing 
production since 1954, with several hiatuses of varying lengths. There 
are 38 Godzilla films: 33 Japanese films produced and distributed by 
Toho Co., Ltd., and five American films; one by TriStar Pictures and 
four films (part of the Monsterverse franchise) by Legendary Pictures.

The original film, Godzilla, was directed by and co-written by 
Ishirō Honda and released by Toho in 1954. It became an 
influential classic of the genre. It featured political and social 
undertones relevant to Japan at the time. The 1954 film and 
its special effects director Eiji Tsuburaya are largely credited for 
establishing the template for tokusatsu, a technique of practical 
special effects filmmaking that would become essential in 
Japan’s film industry since the release of Godzilla. For its North 
American release, the film was localized in 1956 as “Godzilla, 
King of the Monsters!” and featured new footage with Raymond 
Burr edited together with the original Japanese footage.

The popularity of the films has led to the film series expanding to 
other media, such as television, music, literature and video games. 
Godzilla has become one of the most recognizable symbols in 
Japanese pop culture worldwide and a well-known facet of Japanese 
cinema. It is also considered one of the first examples of the popular 
kaiju and tokusatsu subgenres in Japanese entertainment.

The success of the Godzilla franchise itself would 
go on to inspire other giant monster 

films worldwide. 

Not Rated. 96 min. (1954)

It is unusual to imagine Charles Dickens as a young man. A new 
film does just this. In The Man Who Invented Christmas, 
Dickens is not the bearded patriarch and arch-sentimentalist of 
Victorian culture, but a young chap startled by his sudden fame 
and with no confidence that it will last. Dan Stevens’s kinetic 
incarnation of Dickens is all anxious twitchiness, his youthful 
energy scarcely held in. He has written a sequence of bestsellers, 
but his last couple of books have been “flops”. Now, in 1843, 
he needs another hit. So – with the help of his bosom friend 
John Forster, an (invented) Irish maid, whose ghost stories told 
to his children he overhears, and his habit of spotting vivid 
characters among people he meets in the street – he dreams up 
A Christmas Carol. And, incidentally, teaches all of us what 
Christmas should be like.

Also starring: Christopher Plummer and Jonathan Pryce.

 In A Christmas Carol, his name poetry is beginning to acquire 
its special power. In the film, he keeps a book of names (as 
Dickens did latterly) and realises that his new story will take 
wing when he finally discovers Scrooge. It is just one of the 
Dickens names to have become a word. According to the Oxford 
English Dictionary, Pickwickian, Bumbledom, Gradgrind, 
Podsnappery, Pecksniffian and the Artful Dodger have also 
escaped from the novels in which they first appeared to designate 
types of humanity. The ghosts of Christmas Past and Christmas 
Yet to Come are still invoked in conversation as often as their 
only rival, Banquo’s ghost.

Rated PG. 104 Min. (2017)

SUSAN’S MOVIE PICKS

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7069502/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7069502/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6225520/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047034/

