
Current Library Hours:
(516) 671-4290

Monday–Friday.......9am – 5pm
Saturday................10am – 4pm
Sunday........................ Closed

Children’s Library Hours:
(516) 801-3402

Tuesday–Friday......10am – 4pm
Saturday................10am – 1pm

Closed: 
Sunday & Monday

Board of Trustees
President: 

Christine Abbenda Hughes

Vice President: 
David Green

Financial Secretary: 
Raquel Knoell

Recording Secretary: 
Cristina Price

Trustees: 
Christina Spoljaric Konig 

Miranda Best
Sara Hosey

Liaison/Village Trustee: 
George Williams

The public is invited to attend 
the Library Board Meeting on  

Wednesday January 8th 

and Wednesday February 12h. 
The meeting begins at 6:30pm

– All are welcome –

Camille Purcell, Director 

Newsletter: 
Joseph D. Marchione

The Library will be closed in obervance of the following holidays on:

Wednesday January 1st (New Year’s Day)

Monday January 20th (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)

Monday February 17th (Presidents’ Day) 

From the Director’s Desk:
Happy New Year!
The end of a year can sometimes full of hustle and bustle but it can also create a 
cultivation of spirit and hope. The library closed out 2024 full of optimism and 
renewal of purpose. Our buildings continue to improve both inside and out. The 
long-planned for carpeting project at the Main Library was finally completed 
the beginning of November and it looks fantastic! Our space is brighter and 
full of light, a perfect complement to our new furniture. The Village Green 
looks wonderful with the new tree in place and the hollies growing taller and 
taking shape day by day. The Children’s Library maintains a fun and festive 
atmosphere, led by our Children’s Coordinator, Ann DiPietro. All these changes 
are a reflection of our mission to provide patrons with the very best in materials, 
services and surroundings. 
January 2025 will see the implementation of our new three-year strategic plan. 
This plan endeavors to build on our commitment to the Sea Cliff community 
by seeking to establish strong customer service, quality materials, and more 
robust outreach to the various organizations and community events taking 
place in our village.
We hope newcomers seek out the library has a place to meet new friends and build 
lasting relationships. We welcome long time residents of the community to come 
see what we have to offer and enjoy the space that we have created. 
Here’s to a Happy 2025 for all –
Camille Purcell, Library Director
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StoryTime
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

 at 10:00am and 11:00am
For all ages.

Twilight Storyhour
Fridays at 4:30pm

Pretzels and Paperbacks
Wednesdays & Fridays

Books and Bingo
Thursdays

Pretzels and Picturebooks
Fridays

Register for book groups at 
scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
by Ann DiPietro

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for generously supporting our programs.
Email scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for more details about our programs.
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My First Memory (Of Librarians) 

by Nikki Giovanni

This is my first memory: 

A big room with heavy wooden tables that sat on a creaky 

wood floor

A line of green shades—bankers’ lights—down the center 

Heavy oak chairs that were too low or maybe I was simply 

too short

For me to sit in and read 

So my first book was always big

In the foyer up four steps a semi-circle desk presided 

To the left side the card catalogue 

On the right newspapers draped over what looked like 

a quilt rack 

Magazines face out from the wall

The welcoming smile of my librarian 

The anticipation in my heart 

All those books — another world — just waiting 

At my fingertips.



The Real History of Cave Painting
Tuesday January 7th at 7:00pm

Fifty thousand years ago, the world experienced its first artistic 
movement. The cave paintings of the Upper Paleolithic (that’s a 
technical term for the late Ice Age) continue to raise questions 
today: Were they religious? Erotic? Good luck symbols made by 
superstitious hunters? Do they show the evolution of the human 
brain? Why did no one make art before this? How were the 
paints and brushes made? And most of all, who created these 
works of art? (Was it… aliens?) This class requires no prior 
knowledge of history or art, but comes prepared to explore the 
fundamental role of art in defining what it means to be human. 
Presented by Public Archaeologist Patty Hamrick.

EXPRESSIONS Of Illusion
Friday January 31st at 2:00pm

Artists have employed illusions to create visual expressions that 
have allured viewers for centuries. Trompe l’oeil, French for 
‘deceive the eye’ continues to be an art technique that can mean 
many things. Be prepared to be tricked and enjoy uncovering the 
illusions. Presented by Paul Neumann.

Roadside Attractions
Monday, February 10th at 7pm

Have you ever slept in a wigwam? Or taken a selfie with Paul 
Bunyan? Ever stepped inside an alligator’s mouth? Since 
Americans took to the highways for long-distance travel in the 
1920s, entrepreneurs have been dreaming up unusual structures 
to attract passing motorists. Although the heyday passed with 
the arrival of interstate highways, thousands of quirky roadside 
attractions remain. Join pop culture historian Leslie Goddard, 
Ph.D. to explore these unique structures and what they tell us 
about the history of road travel.

Italian Americans

Thursday February 20th at 2:00pm

Italian- Americans: It has been said that Joe DiMaggio and 

Frank Sinatra probably did more than anyone else of their 

time to bring Italian - Americans into the mainstream of their 

country’s popular culture during the 1930s and1940s. Since 

then, there have been thousands of Italian - Americans who 

flourished in America. Baseball players, actors, singers who in 

some cases changed American culture.

The African Burial Ground: 

Black Archaeology in Early New York City.

Tuesday February 25th at 7:00pm

For two hundred years they waited beneath lower Manhattan, 

entirely forgotten until they were rediscovered during the 

construction of an office building. Who are ‘they’? The thousands 

of African-Americans who lived in New York City during the 

1600s and 1700s. Learn about important and fascinating events 

of New York City’s early history reflected in the African Burial 

Ground. Presented by Archaeologist Patty Hamrick.

The North Shore Programming Consortium consists of six local libraries 
—Bayville, Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust Valley, Oyster Bay, and Sea Cliff— 

coming together to bring our patrons more of a variety in adult programming in a more cost‑effective way.

Please register with rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
The Zoom login information will be emailed to you before the program.

Shakespeare Mondays
Mondays at 1:00pm via Zoom

For five consecutive weeks, on Sunday, we will be reading and 
analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays. This time out we’ll be 
reading Troilus and Cressida.

Short Story Soirée
Mondays at Noon via Zoom

Short stories from The New Yorker will be read and discussed—
stories are available from the Libby app.

Film Forum: Scorsese Revisited
Monday January 6th at 7:30pm via Zoom

Martin Scorsese’s “The Color of Money”. Watch the film on your 
own, and follow it up with a lively film discussion!

To inquire on how to participate and to register for 
any of these programs, please send an email to: 

scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM

ANN’S ON-GOING PROGRAMS

mailto:rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
https://encore.alisweb.org/iii/encore/search/C__S%20Henry%20VI%2C%20Part%202%20shakespeare__Ff%3Afacetmediatype%3Aa%3Aa%3ABOOK%3A%3A__Orightresult__U__X0?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
https://nassau.overdrive.com/
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“We Shall Overcome” 
Celebrating the Birthday of 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Wednesday January 14th at 4pm

Join Ed Lieberman with his multimedia presentation of the life 
and words of this historic Civil Rights leader.
Register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

Financial Literacy Education Seminars 
Finance 101

Thursday January 30th at 2:00pm

This program is designed for those who want to learn how to 
build a strong financial foundation.
Some of the topics we plan to cover are:
- Basics of building financial security
- Managing Debt
- Growing Savings
- Safeguarding against risk and unexpected events

In the Face of Catastrophe:
How a Traumatic Brain Injury 

Became a Blessing
Wednesday February 5th from 4:30 to 5:30pm

When a stroke leaves Jenn comatose and clinging to life just days 
before her thirty-first birthday, she and her family face an 
overwhelming and painful journey. As they struggle to grasp 
what happened, to move forward and heal, they discover an 
unexpected way to be present in times of uncertainty while 
holding onto hope and the power of family and community to 

sustain them through these challenging times.

Jazz Steps Through the Ages
Saturday, February 15th at 2:00pm

The inception of Jazz is traced and performed by our triad begins 
with the early 1900s with the “Blues” from New Orleans to the 
other states and eventually the world. The “Dixieland’” style is 
next in the chronological order.

The “Swing” era evolved from the two beat dixieland style in the 
1930s. The 1940s (after the war) saw “BeBop” on the Jazz scene. 
Its creators like Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie bring forth a 
totally new jazz style both rhythmically and harmonically.

Post “BeBop” and the jazz influenced “Bossa Nova” with Antonio 
Carlos Jobim’s music are the presenters. Some of the other 
pioneers of modern jazz such as Miles Davis and Thelonius 
Monk are represented.

The Chronicles of Yarnia
Fridays at 2:00pm

A weekly craft program for everyone who loves to 
knit or crochet. This is an informal program 
where you are encouraged to bring the project 
you are working on and be with other like-

minded people. Share your knowledge, 
have fun and relax in our library.

The Library Quest is Coming!
From January 25th to March 3rd

A smaller version of the Nassau Library Tour is happening this 
winter: the Nassau Library Quest. Starting January 25th, people 
of all ages are invited to participate in the Quest

Here’s how it works:
Participants begin their Quest by picking up a map at any 
participating Nassau library.

At each library, patrons will look for the stuffed cat scavenger 
hunt item hidden somewhere in the library. Participants will tell 
library staff where they found the cat and staff will mark the visit 
on their map with a sticker. Once patrons have reached their 10th 
(final) library:

They’ll earn their choice of an exclusive Nassau Library Quest 
vinyl sticker or magnet, and be entered into the grand prize raffle 
for gift cards and custom playing cards.

 The Homework Club 
Every Thurdsay from 3:30–5:30pm 

starting January 9th 
in the Main Library

Come to The Homework Club, starting Thursday January 9th. 
Members of the North Shore High School Honors Society will 
be on hand to help students out.

Community Experts Needed!

Can you rewire a lamp, fix a broken clasp, mend a seam, etc.? If 
you have skills like these to share, we are looking for volunteers 
to assist in our Repair Cafe. We are collaborating with some 
neighboring North Shore Libraries to bring a series of Repair 
Cafes to our Libraries in 2025 to provide our communities 
access to experts who can help repair broken items as an 
alternative to tossing them out.

For more information, and to register to help, visit
scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

The Repair Cafe is coming!!

Nassau’s Public Libraries

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

TWEEN & TEEN PROGRAMS
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January Pick 
“Paddington 2”

February Pick 
“Groundhog Day”

Who would have thought that a family movie about a talking 

bear in love with marmalade would be good? Who would have 

thought its sequel would be even better? What so many failing 

family films lack is inspiration, but Paddington 2 has more 

than enough to make up for most of the drivel that comes out 

throughout the year.

The performances are great, the storyline is hilarious, and this 

movie drives home its family message with loads of heart. 

Brendan Gleeson (In Bruges) as “Knuckles” McGinty, a prison 

chef who doesn’t like his food questioned, is perfect casting. 

Hugh Grant (Love Actually) gives it his all as the washed-up 

actor Phoenix Buchanan who steals from everyone. Paddington’s 

quest to provide a gift for his 100-year-old Aunt Lucy will 

leave you laughing with delight, and by the end, it may even 

make you cry with happiness. It’s one of the best family movies 

ever made, and easily the best January release since 2000. 

Source the Guardian

Note: This January lets hold all our loved ones close and believe 

in the Bear!  ❤︎ ❤ ❤ ❤

PG, 104 min. (2017)

Groundhog Day, directed by Harold Ramis, is a masterful blend 
of comedy, romance, and philosophical musings. The film 
stars Bill Murray as Phil Connors, a jaded and self-centered 
weatherman who becomes inexplicably trapped in a time loop, 
reliving the same day in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, over and 
over again. Murray’s portrayal of Phil is both hilarious and 
nuanced, showcasing his impeccable comedic timing alongside 
a surprising emotional depth as his character transforms. The 
premise, while simple, is executed with brilliance, allowing the 
film to explore themes of self-improvement, redemption, and the 
search for meaning in an otherwise mundane existence.

The screenplay by Danny Rubin and Harold Ramis is tightly 
crafted, with every repetition of the day offering fresh humor, 
revelations, or character development. Andie MacDowell 
provides a warm and grounded performance as Rita, Phil’s 
producer and eventual love interest. Her kindness and sincerity 
become the catalyst for Phil’s change, making her character 
integral to the film’s emotional core. The humor ranges from 
slapstick to sharp wit, ensuring that the film appeals to a wide 
audience. Moreover, the pacing is spot-on, never letting the 
repetition become tedious, thanks to creative variations and 
Phil’s evolving responses to his predicament.

At its heart, Groundhog Day is more than just a comedy—it’s a 
profound commentary on life and the human condition. It 
invites viewers to reflect on how they might approach their own 
lives if given infinite chances. The film’s resolution is immensely 
satisfying, as it culminates in Phil embracing selflessness, 
love, and the joy of simple, everyday moments. Decades after 
its release, Groundhog Day remains a cultural touchstone, 
celebrated for its timeless humor and deeply resonant message. 
It’s a film that not only entertains but also inspires, making it a 
must-watch classic.

Note:  PS Here we go again SC

PG, 101 min. (1993)

SUSAN’S MOVIE PICKS

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107048/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4468740

