
Daylight Savings Time: 
Don’t forget to set your clocks 

ahead one hour on 
Sunday March 9th 

Main Library Hours:
(516) 671-4290

Monday–Friday.......9am – 5pm
Saturday................10am – 4pm
Sunday........................ Closed

Children’s Library Hours:
(516) 801-3402

Tuesday–Friday......10am – 4pm
Saturday................10am – 1pm

Closed: 
Sunday & Monday

Board of Trustees
President: 

Christine Abbenda Hughes

Vice President: 
David Green

Financial Secretary: 
Raquel Knoell

Recording Secretary: 
Cristina Price

Trustees: 
Christina Spoljaric Konig 

Miranda Best
Sara Hosey

Liaison/Village Trustee: 
George Williams

The public is invited to attend 
the Library Board Meeting on  

Wednesday March 12th 

and Wednesday April 9th. 
The meeting begins at 6:30pm

– All are welcome –

Camille Purcell, Director 

Newsletter: 
Joseph D. Marchione

The Library will be closed on April 1st in observance of April Fools Day.

(April Fools! We’re open!)

From the Director’s Desk:
I am pleased to present to the community, the library’s Strategic Plan for 2025-2028. In 
April of 2024, the library conducted two surveys asking residents their thoughts about 
the Sea Cliff community and more specifically, their feelings about the library. Utilizing 
the information gleaned from these two outreach projects and in conjunction with staff 
surveys and trustees’ input, the members of the strategic planning committee worked 
on a plan. To view our plan, please visit the library website – www.seaclifflibrary.org, 
under the heading: “About Us.”

Our libraries are intertwined with the life of the Village. We seek to serve both young 
and old regardless of distinction. Our plan serves as a template for us to meet that 
goal. Where feasible, we want our patrons to look to us as their “go-to” source for 
information on what is happening within our village and greater community. Our 
commitment to enhance our outreach to other organizations remains a top priority. 
Over the next three years, we will periodically evaluate and record our progress, while 
making adjustments accordingly. 

We look forward to serving the community and welcoming you into the library 
community. 

Camille Purcell 
Library Director

“Libraries always remind me that there are good things in this world”  
~Lauren Ward
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Nassau’s Public Libraries
Community Experts Needed!

Can you rewire a lamp, fix a broken clasp, mend a seam, etc.? If you have skills like these to share, 
we are looking for volunteers to assist in our Repair Cafe. We are collaborating with some 
neighboring North Shore Libraries to bring a series of Repair Cafes to our Libraries in 2025 to 
provide our communities access to experts who can help repair broken items as an alternative to 
tossing them out.

On Saturday May 10th, from 1:00 to 4:00pm, we will be having the very first “Repair Cafè” at the 

library. More information to follow!

For more information, and to register to help, visit scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org
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StoryTime
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

 at 10:00am and 11:00am
For all ages.

Twilight Storyhour
Fridays at 4:30pm

Pretzels and Paperbacks
Wednesdays & Fridays

Books and Bingo
Thursdays

Pretzels and Picturebooks
Fridays

Register for book groups at 
scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
by Ann DiPietro

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for generously supporting our programs.
Email scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for more details about our programs.

mailto:scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com
mailto:scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com


The Girl from Ipanema 
and Music of Antonio Carols Jobin

Tuesday March 4th at 7:00pm

The Bossa Nova sound originated in Rio de Janeiro, home to the 

Copacabana and Ipanema beaches. The Girl from Ipanema won a 

Grammy for Record of the year in 1965. Rio, a city of contrasts, 

features one of the seven wonders of the modern world, the pre-

Lenten celebration Carnaval, and striking favelas. The city comes 

alive through the music of Antonio Carlos Jobin, including the 

Sinatra recordings, Sergio Mendes and Elis Regina.

Women Work
Wednesday March 12th at 2:00pm 

Join us as a docent from the Center for Women’s History 

showcases approximately 45 objects from New York Historical 

Society’s own Museum and Library collections to demonstrate 

how “women’s work” defies categorization.

Margarete Steiff 
The Woman behind the Bear

Monday March 17th at 7:00pm

It is common knowledge that President Theodore Roosevelt was 

the namesake of the iconic Teddy Bear. Hardly anyone knows, 

though, that this delightful toy was invented by an amazing 

woman who overcame terrible sickness and incredible challenges 

and turned her tiny workshop into one of the most recognizable 

international brands—and all that in the male-dominated world 

of the 19th century! Join German historian Anette Isaacs as she 

relates the story of the truly awe-inspiring life of toy maker and 

business maven Margarete Steiff!

Dealing with Garage Sales
Monday March 24th at 7:00pm

The days of just putting a “Garage Sale” sign on your front lawn 

are long past in today’s Internet Advertising and Social Media 

world. In this session Mike will share 104 tips and strategies 

designed to help you make more money at your next garage sale.

Selling on Ebay
Tuesday April 15th at 7:00pm

Millions of people earn a part-time or full-time income on eBay 

and you could too. Learn from an eBay PowerSeller how to sell 

successfully—from start to finish. Topics include: How eBay 

works, safe trading, registering on eBay, selecting items to sell, 

learning the value of your items, writing a description, photos, 

shipping your goods, eBay fees, delivery confirmation, handling 

feedback, and more.

The Chocolate Kings: 

Hershey versus Mars
Monday April 28th at 7:00 pm

In chocolate history, few names are better known than Hershey 

and Mars. Milton Hershey brought milk chocolate to the masses 

with his iconic Hershey bar. Frank and Forrest Mars dominated 

American sweet tooths with candies such as the Milky Way, 

Snickers, and Three Musketeers bars. Join historian Leslie 

Goddard, Ph.D. to explore how these two legendary companies 

began—and how their rivalry changed chocolate forever.

Understanding Roe v. Wade 

and The Right To Privacy
Wednesday April 30th at 7:00pm

Rarely has an issue created as much fervor as the debate over a 

woman’s right to choose and the rights of the unborn. In this 

lecture, we will discuss the origins of the judicial interpretation, 

progress of the legal controversy following Roe—including 

the transformative Casey opinion and the Dobbs decision that 

returned the issue back to the states—and the continuing legacy 

of the decision beyond the issue of abortion.

The North Shore Programming Consortium consists of six local libraries 
—Bayville, Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust Valley, Oyster Bay, and Sea Cliff— 

coming together to bring our patrons more of a variety in adult programming in a more cost‑effective way.

Please register with rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
The Zoom login information will be emailed to you before the program.

NORTH SHORE PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM

mailto:rosa@seaclifflibrary.org


I Love Lucy: Lucille Ball, 
from Hollywood to Television 

Wednesday March 19th 2:00pm

This program is a delightful examination of the career of comedic 
actress Lucille Ball, from her humble beginnings in Jamestown, 
New York, to her rise to stardom in Hollywood. With her later 
television career, Lucille Ball was one of the most beloved and 
trendsetting female comic in the history of motion pictures and 
television: And while her whole output as an actress is explored, 
special attention is given to her television career, I Love Lucy in 
particular. In fact the highlight of this program is a showing of a 
rare I Love Lucy episode title “Paris At Last.”

Author Visit: 
Dale Napolin Bratter

Thursday March 20th from 4:30–5:30pm

“In Their Presence” is Dale Napolin Bratter’s remarkable memoir 
in which she sensitively and skillfully reveals in-depth stories of 
the lives of marginalized African American women and children 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, during the height of the AIDS 
epidemic. As a new social worker, Dale found herself swept up 
in the turbulence created by the virus, a disease unlike any other 
because everything about it was cloaked in secrecy and fraught 
with stigma, misinformation, misogyny, and the overwhelming 
public fear of AIDS.

Dale Bratter has spent four decades working in a variety of 
capacities with vulnerable and marginalized women and children. 
She is retired and lives in Connecticut with her husband. 

Long Island Reads Program
Fire Island Lighthouse: 

America’s Most Important
Friday April, 18th at 2:00pm

Join author Bill Bleyer for this presentation about the history of 
the Fire Island Lighthouse from 1826 to present day including 
how shipwrecks offshore, dating from colonial times, prompted 
construction of the first lighthouse on Fire Island in 1826; 
the inadequacies of that lighthouse that led construction of a 
new taller tower in 1858; and the development of improved 
lighthouse illumination apparatus including the Fresnel lens.

Gatsby’s Long Island
Thursday April 24th at 2:00pm

GATSBY’S LONG ISLAND is based on the 1987 best seller 
Mansions of the Gold Coast. It includes rare photos of the 
sprawling castle that inspired F. Scott Fitzgerald to write 
“The Great Gatsby.”

North Shore Reads
“On Fire Island”

by Jane L. Rosen.
Tuesday April 29th from 7:00–9:00pm

at The Crescent Club in Bayville
This entertaining evening, by the Long Island Reads Committee, 
has become a popular, annual event for book lovers from eight 
public libraries; Bayville, Bryant (Roslyn), Glen Cove, Gold 
Coast, Locust Valley, Manhasset, Oyster Bay–East Norwich, and 
Sea Cliff. John Canning will be the Master of Ceremonies. The 
author will be at this year’s event! Come and enjoy an evening of 
lively book discussion and exciting raffle prizes.

Long Island, the Gold Coast 
and Hollywood 

Wednesday April 30th at 2:00pm

Here’s a unique and interesting program that will please your 
patrons as well as whet the appetite of Long Islanders curious 
to see how their beloved home is represented in the Hollywood 
of old: Utilizing clips from vintage Hollywood films, a detailed 
account of the West Coast’s view of the East Coast is given: 
A Gold Coast mansion could either be the scene of a storm 
swept murder mystery or provide the perfect setting for a Marx 
Brothers comedy, but the exclusivity, beauty and wonder of 
Long Island will forever be captured in the heyday of tinsel town 
and the representations vary in interesting ways.

The Chronicles of Yarnia
Fridays at 2:00pm

A weekly craft program for everyone who loves to knit or 
crochet. This is an informal program where you 

are encouraged to bring the project you are 
working on and be with other like-minded 
people. Share your knowledge, have fun and 

relax in our library.

Looking ahead: 

In Search of Vincent’s Starry Night 
Encore Performance

Thursday May 1st at 4:00pm

Missed it the first time around? If so, now’s your chance to take 
a journey with former Sea Cliff mayor, Ed Lieberman as he 
retraces Vincent van Gogh’s life in Provence. In this presentation, 
Mayor Lieberman recounts his recent visit showcasing the life 
and work of this master of the Impressionist Movement. 

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

https://search.nassaulibraries.org/search?materialTypeIds=a&query=in%20their%20presence&searchType=everything&pageSize=10&mode=advanced
https://search.nassaulibraries.org/search?materialTypeIds=a&query=On%20fire%20island&searchType=everything&pageSize=10&mode=advanced


Puzzle Day 
Sunday, March 2nd from 12:00-2:00pm

in the Children’s Library
All are invited. Sponsored by the Friends of the Sea Cliff Library.

Giraffes Can’t Dance
Saturday April 19th. at 11:00am

in the Children’s Library
“Giraffes Can’t Dance” by Giles Andreae. 
Presented by Club Theatre for Young 
Audiences, from LIU Post. Live performance, 
with crafts to follow.

 Red Light, Green Light 
Create your own Traffic Light
Saturday March 8th at 1:00pm

in the Main Library
Create your own “mini traffic light”—with this simple 

circuit card! Using copper tape, LED lights and a battery to 
power it all, this project is a fun way to explore basic electronics.
For Grades 2–5.

Register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

The Homework Club 
Every Thurdsay from 3:30–5:00pm 

in the Main Library
Come to The Homework Club. Members of the North Shore 
High School Honors Society will be on hand to help.

Shakespeare Mondays
Mondays at 1:00pm via Zoom

For five consecutive weeks, on Sunday, we will be reading and 
analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays. This time out we’ll be 
reading The Merry Wives of Windsor.

Short Story Soirée
Mondays at Noon via Zoom

Short stories from The New Yorker will be read and discussed—
stories are available from the Libby app.

Film Forum: Scorsese Revisited
Monday March 10th at 7:30pm via Zoom

Martin Scorsese’s “Bringing out the Dead”. Watch the film on 
your own, and follow it up with a lively film discussion!

To inquire on how to participate and to register for 
any of these programs, please send an email to: 

scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

I Opened a Book 
Julia Donaldson

I opened a book and in I strode 
Now nobody can find me. 

I’ve left my chair, my house, my road, 
My town and my world behind me.

I’m wearing the cloak, I’ve slipped on the ring, 
I’ve swallowed the magic potion. 

I’ve fought with a dragon, dined with a king 
And dived in a bottomless ocean.

I opened a book and made some friends. 
I shared their tears and laughter 

And followed their road with its bumps and bends 
To the happily ever after.

I finished my book and out I came. 
The cloak can no longer hide me. 

My chair and my house are just the same, 
But I have a book inside me.

ANN’S ON-GOING PROGRAMS

TWEEN & TEEN PROGRAMS

FAMILY EVENTS & PROGRAMS

mailto:scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org
https://scl-nls.na.iiivega.com/search?pageNum=0&query=the%20merry%20wives%20of%20windsor&materialTypeIds=a
https://nassau.overdrive.com/
mailto:scchildrenslibrary%40gmail.com?subject=


March Pick 
“Brooklyn”

April Pick 
“Enchanted April”

A tremendous lead performance lifts Nick Hornby’s screen 

translation of Colm Tóibin’s novel out of sentimental period 

nostalgia into an intelligent drama

With her luminous lead performance, Saoirse Ronan is the heart 

and point of this film, and shines in this heartfelt and absorbing 

adaptation. Her face, in closeup for so much of the time, conveys 

innocent youth but also something saddened and disillusioned; 

wary and reserved, it carries its own premonition of old age 

without losing any of its beauty. She stars in a drama set in 

the pinched 1950s: Eilis is a young woman who is persuaded 

to emigrate, leaving behind an adored mother and sister in her 

small home town in Ireland, to start a new life in Brooklyn, New 

York, where education and employment prospects are much 

better. The protagonist experiences the anguish of homesickness, 

disloyalty and guilt, along with a rush of excitement of being 

in New York and realising for the first time that she might be 

attractive to young men–that she might, in fact, have status and 

social capital undreamed of in the old country. 

Note: Period piece quite historically accurate. Depicting a not so 

long ago struggle, between Irish and Italian immigrants in 1950s 

New York City. SC

Other films for St. Patricks’ Day: Belfast, Ondine, A Quiet Man, 

Widows Peak.

PG-13, 117 min. (2015)

Don’t be put off by the Stuffy Masterpiece Theater trappings of 
this Twenties period piece. The exquisitely wrought tale of four 
British women of different backgrounds who rent a villa in 
Portofino, Italy, is delivered with a witty feminist twist by director 
Mike Newell (Dance With a Stranger) and an outstanding cast.

Poor Rose Arbuthnot, luminously played by Miranda Richardson 
—the murderous protagonist of Newell’s Dance—is too 
circumspect to confront her romance-novelist husband, 
Frederick (Jim Broadbent), about his cheating. But she does 
work up the courage to organize an April in Italy with her 
friend Lottie Wilkins (Josie Lawrence). Men, including Lottie’s 
domineering husband, Mellersh (Alfred Molina), are not invited. 
Joining this low-key Thelma and Louise to share expenses are the 
glamorous Lady Caroline (Polly Walker), a social butterfly on 
leave from sex, and the sixtyish Mrs. Fisher (Joan Plowright), a 
widow whose acid tongue can’t hide her loneliness.

The sensual bloom of the Italian countryside, gracefully evoked 
by cinematographer Rex Maidment, loosens inhibitions and 
creates a strong bond among the women. Peter Baines, who 
adapted Elizabeth Von Arnim’s 1922 novel, has a knack for showing 
the strength women derive from each other. Though all the 
performances are beautifully realized, Walker is a stunning standout.

Eventually Frederick and Mellersh (done to a high-comic turn 
by Molina) intrude on this female Eden. Visiting, too, is George 
Briggs (Michael Kitchen), the owner of the villa, whose fervor 
for Rose instigates a romantic crisis. Enchanted April is modest 
but not insubstantial. It’s a jewel of a movie that brims with the 
pleasures of the unexpected.

Note: A positive dream of a film. The back story here is Italy! 
Stunning in so many ways. SC

PG, 95 min. (1991)

SUSAN’S MOVIE PICKS

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101811/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2381111/

