
Main Library Hours:
(516) 671-4290

Monday–Friday.......9am – 5pm
Saturday................10am – 4pm
Sunday........................ Closed

Children’s Library Hours:
(516) 801-3402

Tuesday–Friday......10am – 4pm
Saturday................10am – 1pm

Closed: 
Sunday & Monday

Board of Trustees
President: 

David Green

Vice President: 
Christina Konig

Financial Secretary: 
Raquel Knoell

Recording Secretary: 
Cristina Price

Trustees: 
Miranda Best
Sara Hosey

Courtney P. Wilson

Liaison/Village Trustee: 
George Williams

The public is invited to attend 
the Library Board Meeting on  

Wednesday September 10th 

and Wednesday October 8th. 
The meeting begins at 6:30pm

– All are welcome –

Camille Purcell, Director 

Newsletter: 
Joseph D. Marchione

The Library will be closed on: 
Monday September 1st in observance of Labor Day

Regular Saturday Hours resume Saturday September 6th.

From the Director’s Desk:
Autumn Happenings at the Library!

What a summer we had! Whether you were down at Sea Cliff Beach listening to Ms. 
Ann’s Wednesday Fairy Tales brought to life or came to the Main library for tech help, 
heard about the Legendary Women of Long Island, joined in book discussions, attended 
Zoom programs, participated in our young adult summer reading challenge, or accepted 
our August Reading Invitation for adults, the library was bustling. But now our 
thoughts turn to autumn. 

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month. We encourage all residents to come to the 
library to get their card. Your card gains you access to new experiences, whether in print 
or digital format. Allows you to visit some of the best museums and gardens in the area 
all for free, utilize reference resources for students of all ages, and download books and 
videos to your devices. All you need is proof of your Sea Cliff address. To renew your 
card, please come to the library and we will verify and update your information. It’s fast, 
it’s easy and it’s free!

We constantly evaluate our collection and we are pleased to offer the following new 
museum pass: The Frick Museum. This museum and all the museums can be accessed 
through our website—www.seaclifflibrary.org. You can reserve and request a pass from 
the comfort of your home. 

We also are happy to present the following new databases: ComicsPlus where unlimited, 
simultaneous access to thousands of digital comics, manga, and picture books from 
dozens of library-friendly publishers and Brainfuse HelpNow: which offers personalized 
academic assistance in core subjects (math, reading, writing, science), a 24/7 Writing 
Lab, academic content and practice tests for skills-building (including SAT preparation), 
and much more. Live tutoring from Brainfuse experts is available from 2:00–11:00pm. 
This replaces Tutor.com. 

Nassau Public Libraries have a new app. Our latest version is available from the App Store 
or Google Play. Once downloaded, it can be used to check your account, order materials, 
pay a fine and can be scanned at the checkout desk. The next library Repair Café 
event will take place on Saturday October 25th, at the Shelter Rock Public Library. 
More details will follow. 

Libraries are a special place. They are a place to gather, make new friends, explore new 
ideas, and challenge existing ones.

Camille Purcell 
Library Director 

“Somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the world.” 
~ Matilda by Roald Dahl
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StoryTime
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

 at 10:00am and 11:00am
For all ages.

Pretzels and Paperbacks
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

 at 3:00pm

Register for book groups at 
scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
by Ann DiPietro

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for generously supporting our programs.
Email scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for more details about our programs.

mailto:scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com
mailto:scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com


Understanding the Supreme Court
Thursday September 4th at 2:00pm

This lecture will examine the evolving role of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in American history. Our objective will be to get a better 
sense of how the Court works, how it deals with (or fails to deal 
with) controversial issues and how the “least dangerous branch” has 
secured its unique place in the American constitutional structure.

Over the Rainbow: The Hollywood 
Career of Judy Garland

Monday September 8th at 7:00pm

Next to Fred Astaire, Judy Garland may be the most talented 
person to ever set foot in Hollywood. There wasn’t anything 
she couldn’t do, from breaking an audience’s heart with a song, 
to effortlessly dancing up a storm, to delivering comic and 
dramatic performances that still enthrall today. While she was 
among the greatest live entertainers in show biz history, and one 
of the top recording artists of her time, it’s her appearances in 
front of the camera that remain her lasting legacy. This talk will 
examine her remarkable Hollywood career, which began in her 
young teens at MGM and continued with such timeless classics 
as The Wizard of Oz, Meet Me in St. Louis, Easter Parade, and her 
stirring comeback in 1954’s A Star is Born.

The Films of Alfred Hitchcock
Thursday September 25th 7:00pm

Alfred Hitchcock is probably the most famous director who 
ever lived. For five decades, first in England, then in 
Hollywood, he made fifty-four films, including classics such as 
The Thirty-Nine Steps, Rebecca, Notorious, Rear Window, North 
by Northwest, Vertigo, and Psycho. Few filmmakers have been 
as popular, critically celebrated, and as influential, not only 
as a director but also as a multi-media showman through his 
TV series, magazines, book anthologies, even extending to 
board games and record albums. This presentation looks at his 
achievements as “the master of suspense,” and through dozens 
of film clips, examines his extraordinary creativity as one of the 
20th century’s greatest filmmakers.

Save the Wild Dogs
Thursday October 2nd at 7:00pm

The Coyote is a species that has recolonized nearly every available 
habitat on Long Island and is still thriving. Will Long Island 
return to being “wild” with an apex predator in its midst? Learn 
more about the “wolf in miniature”, the Coyote.

Italian Art: 
From Masters to Modernists
Wednesday October 8th at 2:00pm

Robin Hoffman and Jodi Stiffelman of ArtScapades will 
feature Italian art, highlighting art periods and artists from 
its earliest beginnings in Italy. Included is a look at art from 
the Renaissance, through Baroque and Rococo, into the 
so-called Italian Impressionist period of Macchiaioli, to 
Futurism and Expressionism.

Those Funny Boys From Brooklyn
Wednesday October 22nd at 2:00pm

From the tree-lined streets of beautiful Brooklyn, New York, 
we proudly introduce to you a plethora of some of the 
wackiest, zaniest, and most outrageous comedy stars of the 
20th Century! Join us as we reveal the backstory of EIGHT 
Brooklyn-born classic funnymen including Jimmy Durante, 
The Three Stooges, Phil Silvers, Henny Youngman, Woody 
Allen, Dom DeLuise, Jerry Stiller, and Buddy Hackett. 
Included in this hilarious presentation are rare photos 
and video clips depicting the comedy stars at their best! 
Plus, don’t be surprised if several other notable comedy 
Brooklynites make an unannounced appearance.

Country Rock: 
From the Byrds to the 

Eagles; Country learns to Fly
Wednesday October 29th at 2:00pm

Join us for this delightful expose of how country music turned 
rock, ushered in by the twangy guitar sound of Roger McGuinn’s 
The Byrds and brought to fruition by the Eagles and their first 
album which hit the charts in 1972.

The North Shore Programming Consortium consists of six local libraries 
—Bayville, Glen Cove, Gold Coast, Locust Valley, Oyster Bay, and Sea Cliff— 

coming together to bring our patrons more of a variety in adult programming in a more cost‑effective way.

Please register with rosa@seaclifflibrary.org
The Zoom login information will be emailed to you before the program.

NORTH SHORE PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0032138/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0037059/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0040308/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047522/
mailto:rosa@seaclifflibrary.org


Nothing Gold Can Stay

Nature’s first green is gold, 

Her hardest hue to hold. 

Her early leaf ’s a flower; 

But only so an hour. 

Then leaf subsides to leaf. 

So Eden sank to grief, 

So dawn goes down to day. 

Nothing gold can stay.

~ Robert Frost

This poem was referenced in Th e Outsiders 
by S.E. Hinton, and gave us one of the best 

quotes from 20th century fiction.

“Stay gold, Ponyboy. Stay gold . . .”

Shakespeare Mondays
Mondays at 1:00pm via Zoom

For five consecutive weeks, on Sunday, we will be reading and 
analyzing one of Shakespeare’s plays. This time out we’ll be 
reading Two Gentlemen of Verona.

Short Story Soirée
Mondays at Noon via Zoom

Short stories from The New Yorker will be read and discussed—
stories are available from the Libby app.

Film Forum
Monday September 8th at 7:30pm via Zoom

“Easy Rider” (1969), starring Peter Fonda, Dennis Hopper, and 
Jack Nicholson. Watch the film on your own, and follow it up 
with a lively film discussion!

To inquire on how to participate and to register for 
any of these programs, please send an email to: 

scchildrenslibrary@gmail.com

ANN’S ON-GOING PROGRAMS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f46JMzVzSB4
https://search.nassaulibraries.org/search/card?id=bdb262d6-1bd5-513b-8d8f-d30574a91ef0&entityType=FormatGroup
https://search.nassaulibraries.org/search/card?id=bdb262d6-1bd5-513b-8d8f-d30574a91ef0&entityType=FormatGroup
https://scl-nls.na.iiivega.com/search?pageNum=0&query=the%20merry%20wives%20of%20windsor&materialTypeIds=a
https://nassau.overdrive.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0064276/
mailto:scchildrenslibrary%40gmail.com?subject=


Chalk It Up!
Saturday, September 6th from 1:00–2:30pm

On the Village Green
An end-of-summer celebration. Using sidewalk chalk, we invite 
members of the community to draw pictures from their 
favorite books, a favorite summer activity, or just get creative. 
Refreshments will be served.

Home Composting 
Tuesday September 16th at 2;00pm

Learn Home Composting from a Presentation created by the 
Cornell Compost Committee Master Gardeners. Topics that will 
be discussed include: what to compost; how the process works; 
the importance of heat, oxygen and moisture; composting 
systems; uses of compost and its benefits.

This Place is for the Birds: 
Native Plants and Other Things 
Thursday September 18th at 2:00pm

Many property owners and landscapers want to help the plants 
by adding native plants to their managed landscapes, but there 
can be some concern—certain native plants can look downright 
sloppy, which makes some of our two-legged neighbors rather 
unhappy. If well-mannered native plants with excellent habitat 
services are chosen, we can have both esthetically pleasing 
properties, and excellent environmental services.

Tax Exemptions Workshop
Wednesday September 24th from 12–2:00pm

Village Meeting Room Upstairs
The Nassau County Department of Assessment will be giving a 
workshop on property tax exemptions.

NYU Stroke Prevention Presentation
Thursday September 25th at 2:00pm

Recognize the signs and symptoms of a stroke and know how to 
act quickly during this emergency. This in-person presentation 
will cover stroke symptoms, immediate actions to take, available 
treatments, and prevention strategies.

Teen Tech Help
Thursday September 25th from 3:30–4:45pm

Don’t let technology get you down. Our teen volunteers will 
be on hand to help. Have questions concerning Macs or 
Windows-based computers, Androids or iPhones? Register to 
get some assistance.

Sea Cliff Scissor Wizards
Saturdays September 20th & 27th 

and October 4th from 2:00–3:30pm
Create collages with paper media. Learn how to turn books 
magazines and various papers into works of art in this three-part 
workshop.

Vincent in Arles
Thursday October 2nd at 4:00pm

A slide presentation by Ed Lieberman. This all-new presentation 
featuring new paintings and talking points will concentrate on 
Van Gogh’s time in Arles, France.

Please register: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

Senior ID cards
 Thursday October 9th from 1:00-3:00pm

The Senior ID cards provide quick access to vital information, 
including personal details, emergency contacts, and medical 
information like allergies and medications. The cards can be 
useful for first responders in the event of a medical emergency. 

Estate Planning Basics
Thursday, October 16th at 2:00pm

The program would cover the four basic Estate planning 
documents: Will, Power of Attorney, Health Care Proxy and 
Living Will. We will also cover the differences between the 
pros and cons of revocable and irrevocable trusts and touch on 
Medicaid Planning.

Medicare Made Clear Seminar
Friday October 17th at 2:00pm

This seminar is geared to highlight the fundamentals of 
Medicare, including all the relevant updates for 2025. 

The Chronicles of Yarnia
Fridays at 2:00pm

A weekly craft program for everyone who loves to knit or crochet. 
Share your knowledge, have fun and relax in our library. 

Tween and Teen

Real World Money Skills
Saturday October 25th at 1:00pm

Introduction to essential money skills, designed to be engaging 
and practical. 

The library is looking for middle/high 
schoolers to help us establish a teen 
library advisory board. This board will 
meet monthly (?) to discuss issues related 
specifically to teen use of the library 
(materials and events) and to help our 
staff come up with new events and 

services. We would also call upon members to assist us with 
running programs, creating displays, or helping with other tasks 
for which they would receive community service hours. 

The monthly meetings are also a great chance for everyone to 
hang out, have fun, and get to know each other! Meetings 
will be held once a month from 3:30-4:30pm, the day will be 
determined by the members. 

We encourage students in grades 6-12 to participate. Want to 
join TAB or learn more? 

Send us an email: scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

mailto:scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org
mailto:scinfo@seaclifflibrary.org
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The English Teacher is a lighthearted 
dramedy about Linda Sinclair 
(Julianne Moore), a passionate 
high school English teacher whose 
orderly life unravels when she helps a 
former student stage his play. Moore 
balances Linda’s professionalism 
with vulnerability and humor, while 
Greg Kinnear and Nathan Lane 
add warmth and comedic flair. The 

small-town setting and quirky tone keep the story engaging, 
even when the plot leans predictable.

Though it doesn’t break new ground, the film works as a feel-
good, character-driven story with sharp dialogue and moments 
of heart. Its themes of passion, self-discovery, and the messy 
overlap of art and life resonate, and its gentle humor makes it an 
easy, pleasant watch. (Source: ChatGPT)

Note: School days, School days, good old golden rule days. SC

R, 93 min. (2013)

A boy who wants to become a musician 
against the wishes of his family ends 
up in the Land of the Dead in this 
engaging, spectacular animation.
Miguel (Anthony Gonzalez) lives in a 
small town in Mexico with his 
extended family, including his 
ancient great-grandmother Coco, 
who is poignantly on the verge of 
succumbing to dementia. Miguel 
dreams of being a musician such as 
the mega-celebrity singer Ernesto De 
La Cruz (Benjamin Bratt) who became a screen star and recording 
legend before being crushed to death by a falling bell in 1942.
In the real world, the Day of the Dead, with its endlessly 
Instagrammable images, is danger of becoming the west’s 
condescending gap-year obsession. Coco—which can be 
compared to the Guillermo del Toro-produced movie The Book 
of Life—takes a particular line on this phenomenon: that it is 
an empowering, family-friendly folk myth that puts us in touch 
with our heritage. (Source: The Guardian)
Note: A breath of fresh air after years of Classic and not so Classic 
Halloween films. Truly a New Family Favorite. SC 
PG, 105 min. (2017)

September Pick 
“The English Teacher”

October Pick 
“Coco”

SUSAN’S MOVIE PICKS
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